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The Big Picture

Data Challenge

Data constructed for yesterday’s questions may not be structured for
today’s research questions.

Today’s Proposal: A Faster Path to Research-Ready Data

This presentation introduces a flexible Stata workflow that preserves the
details first and simplifies them later.
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Motivation: Data Challenges

How can researchers preserve policy complexity while making sense of the
data?

Multidimensional policy actions can span channels, sectors,
entities, and implementation stages.

Fragmented records can obscure how individual measures connect
to a broader policy theme.

Evolving analytical lens: As the literature, policy context, and
researchers’ understanding evolve, existing classifications may need to
be refined or redefined.

Andrea Chu (American University) Flexible Subsetting for Policy Data Stata 2026 5 / 18



Motivation: Data Challenges

How can researchers preserve policy complexity while making sense of the
data?

Multidimensional policy actions can span channels, sectors,
entities, and implementation stages.

Fragmented records can obscure how individual measures connect
to a broader policy theme.

Evolving analytical lens: As the literature, policy context, and
researchers’ understanding evolve, existing classifications may need to
be refined or redefined.

Andrea Chu (American University) Flexible Subsetting for Policy Data Stata 2026 5 / 18



Motivation: Data Challenges

How can researchers preserve policy complexity while making sense of the
data?

Multidimensional policy actions can span channels, sectors,
entities, and implementation stages.

Fragmented records can obscure how individual measures connect
to a broader policy theme.

Evolving analytical lens: As the literature, policy context, and
researchers’ understanding evolve, existing classifications may need to
be refined or redefined.

Andrea Chu (American University) Flexible Subsetting for Policy Data Stata 2026 5 / 18



Structural View of Economic Policy

Andrea Chu (American University) Flexible Subsetting for Policy Data Stata 2026 6 / 18



Separate Views of Policy Attributes
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Visualizing Overlapping Policy Attributes

Andrea Chu (American University) Flexible Subsetting for Policy Data Stata 2026 8 / 18



Table of Contents

1 Motivation: Data Challenges
Visualization 1: From Categories to Overlapping Sets

2 Proposal: A Flexible Stata Workflow
Visualization 2: From Linked Attributes to Case Identification

3 Conclusion

Andrea Chu (American University) Flexible Subsetting for Policy Data Stata 2026 9 / 18



Proposal: A Faster Path to Research-Ready Data

A Simple and Efficient Workflow

1 Information Capture: Capture policy attributes in a flexible format.

2 Preview: Preview available attributes as research questions evolve.

3 Data Extraction: Select relevant attributes and convert them into
analysis-ready columns.
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Step 1: Information Capture

Presidential Documents: Executive Order 14024 of April 15, 2021

⇓

Information is stored as key–value pairs separated by semicolons.
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Step 2: Preview

i. Raw data

ii. Command

* tagpreview reveals the available attributes ready for extraction

tagpreview Note1 Note2 Note3 Note4 Note5 // Columns containing the information to be extracted

⇓
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Step 3: Data Extraction

* taggenerate turns selected attributes from the preview into an analysis-ready dataset.

taggenerate EO_section restriction sanction_subject

sanction_subject_desc sanction_actor

sanction_scope sanction_scope_desc // (a)select attributes identified in the preview

, columns(Note1 Note2 Note3 Note4 Note5) // (b)specify source columns containing the attributes

keep(DocID EO_number Signed_date Effective_date) // (c)retain these columns unchanged

saving("data_EO.dta") // (d)specify the name of the newly created dataset

⇓
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Two Complementary Views of Economic Policy
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Import & Export Restrictions: Shorter Anticipation
Windows
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Price Cap Policy: Longer Anticipation Window
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Takeaway: A Faster Path to Research-Ready Data

Data Challenge

Data constructed for yesterday’s questions may not be structured for
today’s research questions.

A Flexible Workflow

Build and refine the
dataset as research
questions and understanding
evolve.

1 Information Capture

2 Preview

3 Data Extraction

Code and Examples

github.com/andreachu-research/entrytags

Andrea Chu: tc1355a@american.edu
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